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On November 19, Quantum Foundation hosted its 14th Annual Quantum in the Community Awards
Breakfast celebrating the remarkable work of 136 grassroots organizations across Palm Beach County.
Through the Quantum in the Community initiative, the foundation awarded $1.25 million in general
operating support, with each nonprofit receiving up to $25,000 that will address critical needs in our
community. Leaders from various organizations shared their missions and the profound impact of their
work on the health and well-being of those they serve. Yirna Buitrago, a dedicated volunteer turned
employee at the Esperanza Community Center, was honored with the Marie Thorpe "Above & Beyond"
Award, named for Quantum Foundation’s hero known for her legacy of service, compassion, and care.
Yirna and the Esperanza Community Center were each awarded $2,500 in recognition of their
remarkable contributions.

The foundation is proud to celebrate each of the recipients’ unwavering commitment to improving the
lives of Palm Beach County residents.
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Family Promise of Southeast Florida |
(’ QUANTU

CEO Jennifer Raymond shared Family Promise of Southeast Florida's = IN THE COMMUN
mission to empower families transitioning from homelessness to
sustainable independence. Shateek McKenzie, via pre-recorded video,
shared her inspiring journey of how the organization's support helped
her family navigate a challenging period in their lives, highlighting the
impact of their programs. Through services like temporary shelter,
meals, mental health counseling, and financial literacy training, Family
Promise fosters resilience and self-sufficiency among families in crisis.

Rose Transportation Services

7L Tonia Rich, CEO of Rose Trolley and its nonprofit arm Rose Transportation
YUY Services, emphasized the crucial role of transportation in community well-
being. Serving neighborhoods like the Historic Northwest, Pleasant City, and
Northwood, Rose Trolley shuttles families to school, distributes food and
hygiene kits, provides rides to church, and connects residents to mental
health resources. By closing gaps in access to healthcare, employment, and
social opportunities, the service strengthens communities and improves

quality of life.

HACER Ministry |

Dr. Harry Bayron, alongside the HACER Board, shared the
ministry's mission to uplift economically distressed families in
Palm Beach County through vital programs like health
education, nutrition, and affordable housing. Board secretary
Cristina Tejada shared her journey from client to leader, a
powerful testament to HACER's commitment to empowerment
and self-sufficiency.
The Pink Queen Foundation

Board member Sammie Brown represented The Pink Queen
Foundation and shared its heartfelt mission to personally
connect with cancer survivors undergoing radiation or
chemotherapy. They highlighted the foundation’s impactful
work, including providing financial assistance, emotional
support, and their signature "Hope Baskets," filled with
essential items to bring comfort during treatment.
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Quantum Foundation’s
Quantum in the Community
initiative started in 2010

has been given away
since its inception

was awarded to
136 nonprofits
in 2024 alone

was added to

the budget
this year,

so we could:
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QIC Awards Breakfast Media Highlight
Palm Beach Post: Monday, November 25, 2024
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facing inflationin great magnitude

i 'R \ 3 1 and people are strugpling to access

- ! * eventhe mostbasic necessities. But
one thing we are not short of is the
servant leaders and nonprofits in
our area who provide the ubmost
care, compassion and resources to
our strugeling neighbors. We are
incredibly grateful toall our grant
recipients for the important work
they are doing in our commmity."™

During the breakfast, two of the
grantees — HACER Ministry, Corp.
and The Pink (ueen Foundation —
presented their nonprofit’ s mission
and how their Cnantum Foumdation
funding will support a positive health
shift in the community.

“Ume of the things that makes me
believe our organization is deeply
rooted in this commmity is that alot
of people who have been helped by
HACER have now become volunteers
fior the organization,” said HACER
President Dr. Harry Bayron. *COne of
our greatest strengths iz that HACER
was born from the commmnity it

. . . serves, which makes us alipned with
This year's (uantum in the Community committee was co-chaired by Quantum Foundation board members ' . "
Dr. Gerald 0 Comnor and Dr. Ron Romear. Not pictured, QIC committee meamber 51 Hams o, (754057 8E8508] Hmantum Foundsation and their
strategy to bring stronger health
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14th Annual Quantum in the COMMUNITY Gt in the Community fandne
drive organic cultural proficiency,

awards $1.25 million to Palm Beach inclusiveness nd responsiveness to

the needs of the staff and people we
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serve.”
County HOI]pI'OﬁtS “Jur number one mission is
to make a personal comection
Funds will allow nonprofit grassroots organizations with allcancer survivors who are
the abillity to provide local basic needs. currently undergoing radiation and.

or chemotherapy,” said Executive
Director of The Pink Cueen, Tenecia
nMNov. 19,inits largest Quantumin the Commumnity worked inPalm Beach County L. Barton-Sproull. “We use a woven
(QIC) grant -giving event ever, Quantum Foundation ~ forat 1‘:—‘1';15‘ 3 m'?n"f' ‘“’ﬂh“f basketas our signature of giving and
awarded $1.25 million to 136 local grassroots nonprofits 512 SPSREDMER ML iy dod in these haskets are essential
as part of its anmual QIC initiative. Each year, the QIC program  qjcpmpramhas awarded a totalof  basic items that will provide comfort
gives grants tolocal nonprofits that help support food, shelter, $1L75milontolocal organizations.  for each survivor. It's through

transportation, clothing and financisl assistance to improve “We find many local families — (uantnm Foundation's fanding that

quality health in Palm Beach County. i thair povwer. bt sl mmaple - e can provide some peace, relief and
All applications were carefully  Gerald O0'Connor and Dr. Bomald  totackle needs like groceries, asu_ppurt.sys.temfm'tfuse whoare on

reviewed by a committee of Romear. medical emergencies and their healing journey.

foundation staff and board The record funding was housing during these times,” The ceremony alsorecognized

members withstrict criteria. presented at the Riviera Beach sad Eric Kelly, President of this year's Marie Thor pe Above and

This year's QI committee Marina Village Event Center to Cuantum Foundation. “We are ipient;

was co-chaired by Qantum eligible organizations that are Beyond AW.BId]F Tect 1 afh:ai:;fgn

Foundation's herowho left a legacy
of service, compassion and care
when she diedin 2020. The award
was presented to ¥irna Buitrago, a

The Fink Queen Foumdatian [Fqoses|

Yirna Buitrago [FaovineD)

dedicated volunteer mrmed part-
time employee at the Esperanza
Community Center who hasbeen
instrumental in developing outreach
programs and condncting seminars
on workers' rights wage theft
mrevention and health education.
Cuantum Foumdation presented her
and the Esperanza Community Center
each with a $2,500 cash award
Cuantum Foundation's mission
istoinspire and fund initiatives
that impr owe the health of Palm
Beach County residents. The health
foundation was formed from £135
millionin proceeds from the sale
of JFE Medical Center. Mow in
its third decade of commumity
imvestment, the foundation has
assets of approxdmately $160 million
Since its inception, Quantum
Foundation has awarded £175million
to hindreds of Palm Beach County
nonpraofit grantees, in addition to
its QIC recipients. Every dollar the
foundation grants stays in the county
to benefit local communities.
For information about Quantum
Foundation, or to apply for
QIC"s anmmal grant program,
wisit quantumind.org or call
§61-832- 7407




